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PRESS RELEASE 
 
 
 

ARBUTUS OF PASSION AND IMAGINATION LIMITED EDITION TIMEPIECES 
 

ONE-OF-ITS-KIND-ONLY ORIGINAL WORKS OF ART 
 

SINGAPORE, AUGUST 2016 – Specialty mechanical watch brand, Arbutus, is proud to 

present its third Arbutus “Art and the Art of Watch-Making” programme that provides a 

platform for up-and-coming artists in Singapore to exhibit and sell their fine artwork 

commercially.  

For the third installment of this arts CSR (corporate social responsibility) programme, 

Arbutus has chosen four (4) professional artists in Singapore who are movers and shakers in 

their respective fields of art, to create seven (7) Arbutus Of Passion and Imagination 

Limited Edition timepieces which will be launched during the “Celebrating Local Artisans 

and Artists” exhibition at VivoCity from 8 to 14 August 2016.   

 

The seven (7) Arbutus Of Passion and Imagination Limited Edition timepieces will be retailed 

at S$1,800 (before GST) at the “Celebrating Artisans and Artists” exhibition and subsequently 

retailed at Tangs VivoCity and Tangs at Tang Plaza in Orchard Road 

All proceeds from the sale of these exclusive timepieces will be donated to two charities - 

non-profit arts education organization, The Rice Company Ltd, dedicated to nurturing the 
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arts talents of children and youth from underprivileged backgrounds, and non-profit 

environmental conservation organization, the Nature Society (Singapore) dedicated to 

conservation and promoting appreciation of Singapore’s natural flora and fauna. 

As a watch brand that takes special pride in its mechanical watch-making techniques which 

it regards as a form of fine art, Arbutus is proud to do its part for the worthy social cause of 

developing and promoting the arts talent of Singaporean artists. Said Pamela Tan, Senior 

Brand Manager of Arbutus: “We believe in Singaporean art as the bastion of Singapore’s 

cultural heritage, as the facets of its history and unique experiences of its people are often 

captured on the canvasses of its artists. Having a vibrant and commercially active arts scene 

is important to our pride and sense of identity as a nation. We therefore chose to contribute 

to developing Singapore’s arts scene with the trade that we know best – watch-making – by 

providing our local artists with a commercial platform to showcase their great talents and sell 

their art.” 

 

History of the Arbutus “Art and the Art of Watch-Making” Programme 

The concept by the Arbutus “Art and the Art of Watch-Making” programme started in 2014 

when the Arbutus team in Singapore brought in popular Hong Kong seashell artist, Elmo 

Chung, to Singapore to teach her art to students of youth arts school, 10Square@Orchard 

Central, a beneficiary The Rice Company Ltd.  

The team then initiated the programme where selected talented students were asked to 

come up with designs that encapsulate Singapore’s national heritage and hand-painted 

these on Arbutus open heart watch dials to create the Arbutus Singapore Heritage 

Limited Edition timepiece collection which were introduced to the public in celebration of 

Singapore’s National Day at VivoCity and sold as “wearable art”, with all sales proceeds 

going to The Rice Company Ltd which shares the same mission as Arbutus to encourage 

arts development of talented youth in Singapore through education. 

For 2014 and 2015, Arbutus commissioned selected talented student artists from 

10Square@Orchard Central to hand-paint on Arbutus watches which were then sold to 

consumers as limited edition one-of-its-kind-only timepieces at S$1,800 (before GST) each. 

To-date, Arbutus has sold 19 (out of 25) of these limited edition Arbutus hand-painted 

watches and have raised S$34,200 for The Rice Company 2016. 

For 2016, Arbutus made a decision to work with four (4) professional Singaporean artists  - 

renowned artist-philanthropist, Peter Draw; popular henna tattoo artist, Tiffany Tan, also 

known as ‘Lovage’; rag-and-bone man turned fine abstract artist, Tan Chong Bin; and fine 

art nail artist, Ying Ying – who have made their mark in their respective fields of art in 

Singapore, as inspirations to other young aspiring Singaporeans to follow their passion and 

make the arts their choice profession to contribute to the vibrancy of Singapore’s arts scene.  

Continued Pamela Tan, Senior Brand Manager of Arbutus Singapore: “We recognize the 

fact that many young Singaporeans are reluctant to take on professional jobs as artists as 
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the arts is not often seen as a ‘pragmatic’ career choice. We chose to work with these four 

very inspirational Singaporean professional artists to show people that everyone has an 

innate ability to be a great artist no matter what background they come from, so long as they 

have the passion and the daring to make the choice to follow his or her heart.”  

 
Peter Draw 

 

 
Tiffany Tan  

a.k.a. “Lovage 

 
Tan Chong Bin 

 

 
Ying Ying 

 

 

In tribute to the daring of these four (4) participating Singaporean artists, Arbutus has named 

the new collection Arbutus Of Passion and Imagination Limited Edition timepieces, in 

recognition of their daring to follow their “passion” for the arts and make the arts their choice 

of profession, and “imagination” in tribute to their unbridled creativity that makes them 

movers and shakers in their respective fields of the arts and have enthralled their followers. 

Each timepiece is meticulously hand-painted by the artists, using a myriad of materials, 

including acrylic paint, markers and pen, and even nail polish. Indeed, these timepieces are 

one-of-its-kind only, veritable original works of art to be treasured for life. 

 

Arbutus Of Passion and Imagination Limited Edition timepieces 

1. “’Ai’ at First Sight” plays on artist-philanthropist 
Peter Draw’s signature thought-provoking cartoon 
character ‘Ai’. In Mandarin Chinese ‘Ai’ can be 
pronounced in all four tones, but with four different 

meanings – 哀挨蔼爱(Sadness, Perseverance, 

Kindness, Love). These four different tones of ‘Ai’ 
therefore represent the life experiences of 
vulnerable children in disaster-stricken areas of the 
world – stories of Sadness, that can be overcome 
with their Perseverance, through Kindness and 
Love given by others. The balloon-like rendering 
signifies “First, Love”, reminding us that while 
everything changes around us, love comes first 
and will always be there no matter what.   

 

 
“Ai, at First Sight” 
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2. Free-spirited with a deep affinity for nature, 
henna tattoo artist, Tiffany Tan a.k.a. “Lovage”, 
lovingly renders Singapore’s National flower, 
the Vanda Miss Joaquim, around the open 
heart of the Arbutus “Flower Power” 
timepiece in the popular henna shade of 
mauve, a colour that combines the energy of 
red with the tranquility of blue, aptly summing 
up her interpretation of Singapore’s natural flora 
– flowers that empower, hence the term “flower 
power”. Named after its breeder, this hybrid 
orchid is resilient, free-flowering and blooms all 
year, fully representing Singapore’s vibrant and 
energizing culture.  

 
 

 “Flower Power” 
 

3. Living life to the full is the mantra that henna 
tattoo artist, Tiffany Tan a.k.a. “Lovage”, lives 
by. The Arbutus “Full Bloom” timepiece, 
rendered in the popular henna shade of mauve, 
encapsulates this free-spirited ideal, because 
where flowers bloom, so does hope. The year-
round blooming of Singapore’s National flower, 
the Vanda Miss Joaquim, imbues the country 
with hope and optimism for the future. That is 
why Lovage strongly believes in conserving our 
natural flora, as they are core to our national 
heritage and gives us hope. 

 
 

“Full Bloom” 
 

4. The “Sea of People” is a recreation of an 
award-winning expressionist painting by 
talented “karang guni artist”, Tan Chong Bin. It 
explores the intertwining relationship between 
men and the elements of the universe – order 
amidst chaos, calmness amid a storm. Having 
had minimal formal education, this naturally 
gifted artist with humble beginnings expresses 
himself best through Jackson Pollock-
influenced “drip painting”, allowing his 
subconscious to guide his paintbrush.  Peek 
through the layers of paint to immerse yourself 
in the ruminations of an artist who has 
weathered through the school of hard knocks. 

 

 
“Sea of People” 
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5. An abstract expressionist artist, Tan Chong 
Bin moves his hand freely across the canvas 
with a “drip painting” style, relying on his 
subconscious to guide his hand before teasing 
out shapes formed out of his seemingly 
unplanned and random thoughts. In this 
painting, Tan Chong Bin envisions wildlife of 
all sorts, gathered together (perhaps) drinking 
from a pond, a scene of harmony amongst 
abstract lives. “Abstract Lives” features the 
signature uneven surfaces and swirls of Tan 
Chong Bin’s art, pointing towards the 
undulating vicissitudes of life beneath every 
seeming veneer of calm. 

 

 
 “Abstract Lives” 

 

6. An avid lover of cats, you can be sure that an 
adorable tabby kitten will be nail artist, Ying’s 
subject of choice in her art. The epitome of 
everything fluffy and cute, cats have long 
dominated the hearts of many, even well into 
ancient Egyptian times. This timepiece was 
imagined by Ying as space travel have long 
fascinated humankind, so what better way to 
pamper her beloved kitty than a fantasy trip to 
space! Stare into the dial and you might find 
yourself lost in the infinity of space within the 
exquisite layered details of “The Feline 
Constellation”. 

 

 
“The Feline Constellation” 

 
7. Nail artist, Ying Ying, is well known for painting 

amazingly life-like adorable furry creatures on 
the tiny canvas of a finger nail. “Woodland 
Bunny” is an enhanced version of one of her 
most popular nail art designs, bringing to life a 
lovable dwarf bunny amid the elements of its 
natural environment in the woodlands, expertly 
using soft thin strokes to replicate the texture 
of wood, fur and floral blooms on the miniature 
canvas of an Arbutus watch dial.  Indeed the 
imaginative combination of the different 
elements in artwork brings new meaning to the 
phrase, “The whole is greater than the sum of 
its parts.” 

 

 
“Woodlands Bunny” 
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AVAILABILITY  

Each Arbutus Of Passion and Imagination Limited Edition timepiece will be retailed at 

S$1,800 (before GST) at the “Celebrating Artisans and Artists” exhibition and subsequently 

retailed at Tangs VivoCity and Tangs at Tang Plaza in Orchard Road.   

Other Arbutus mechanical watches are available at leading department stores (Tangs at 

Tang Plaza, Tangs VivoCity, Robinsons Orchard, Metro The Centrepoint, OG Orchard Point) 

and authorised watch retailers, as well as online e-store, www.timepieceatelier.com.  

 
Arbutus Singapore Social Media 
 
Follow Arbutus Singapore social media pages to view the latest watch models: 
 
Facebook: ArbutusSingapore 
Instagram: arbutus_sg 

 

MEDIA CONTACT 
 
Pamela Tan Kevin Lim 
Senior Brand Manager Senior Brand Executive 
Crystal Time (S) Pte Ltd Crystal Time (S) Pte Ltd 
Tel: +65 6747 8888   Fax: +65 6746 7878 Tel: +65 6747 8888   Fax: +65 6746 7878 
Email: pamelatan@crystaltime.com.sg                 Email: kevinlim@crystaltime.com.sg 
 
Vanessa Wong  Cherlyn Chng 
Marketing Communications Executive Brand Executive 
Crystal Time (S) Pte Ltd  Crystal Time (S) Pte Ltd 
Tel: +65 6747 8888   Fax: +65 6746 7878  Tel: +65 6747 8888   Fax: +65 6746 7878 
Email: vanessawong@crystaltime.com.sg Email. cherlynchng@crystaltime.com.sg 
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