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POST-EVENT PRESS RELEASE 
 
 
 

 “THE ARTISAN” 
 

THE ART OF WATCH-MAKING IN A CHOCOLATIER’S WORKSHOP 
 

 
SINGAPORE, JULY 2015 – Artisanal watch-making and gourmet chocolate-making are two 
of Switzerland’s most emblematic traditions.  As a tribute to these two great Swiss prides, 
Claude Bernard partnered local chocolatier, Janice Wong, Le Cordon Bleu-trained chef 
owner of 2AM:dessertbar and twice named "Asia's Best Pastry Chef" by top culinary 
magazine, Asia's 50 Best Restaurants, for a closed-door watch-making workshop, “The 
Artisan”, on 2 July 2015, supervised by Swiss-trained local watch-maker, John Lim of Crystal 
Time, the official distributor of Claude Bernard watches. Selected members of the media and 
horology clubs were invited for this exclusive closed-door workshop on 2 July 2015 at 
2AM:dessertbar.  
 
Guests were challenged to use the tools of the watch trade – magnifier loupes, minute pliers, 
a set of tiny screwdrivers, caseback wrenchers, sharp tweezers – to dis-assemble and 
assemble back a Claude Bernard quartz watch. Watch-maker’s tools are characterized by 
extremely precise, sharp ends. The screws of watches are very minute – unscrewing and 
opening a watch requires superbly steady hands with intense concentration, and the whole 
process has to be done through a magnifier loupe, as the naked eye will not be able to 
discern the meticulous steps required in the disassembly/assembly. The parts and the steps 
to dis-assemble/assemble a Claude Bernard watch are so delicate that one wrong step, and 
the watch may get damaged.  
 

 
Watch-making tools used by the guests at 

Claude Bernard’s “The Artisan” watch-
making workshop 

 
Hand-assembling a watch requires handling 
by clean, dust-free fingers wrapped in latex 
finger cots, due to the delicacy of the parts. 

 
Hand-assembling a watch also requires handling by clean, dust-free fingers, due to the 
delicacy of the parts. If even a tiny speck of dust or water accidentally lands inside the watch 
during the assembly process, it can potentially damage the watch. Therefore, the guests 
wore latex finger cots for the delicate assembly guided step-by-step by Swiss-trained local 
watch-maker, John Lim. 
 
Claude Bernard’s watch-making workshop was to give the guests a ‘live’ hands-on insight 
into the delicate artisanal experience in handling the tiny parts of a watch.  It was the first 
time, for many of the guests, to witness first-hand the intricacy and fine detail that goes into 
hand-assembling a Claude Bernard watch.  
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A delicate process – handling the slender 

dial of a Claude Bernard watch. 

 
Carefully prising out the caseback – the tiny 
screws are put inside a metal container to 

ensure they do not get lost. 

 
John Lim, Swiss-trained watch-maker from 
Crystal Time, gives the guests step-by-step 

instructions in watch hand-assembly 

 
Fashion blogger Evonne Ng, conscientiously 

observes the meticulous steps taken in 
hand-assembling a Claude Bernard watch 

  
Fashion blogger Vera Mao tentatively pieces 

together the tiny, delicate hands on the 
Claude Bernard watch dial. 

Associate Editor of Esquire Singapore, 
Wayne Cheong, peers at the tiny screws of 

the Claude Bernard watch caseback through 
a magnifier loupe. 



 

P
ag

e3
 

 
Publisher of Timewerke, Timmy Tan, 

carefully assembles back the delicate hands 
of the Claude Bernard watch dial. 

 
Watch blogger, Su Jia Xian, carefully 

ensures that the Claude Bernard dial is kept 
dust-free before re-assembling, as Crown 

editor, Alvin Wong, looks on. 

 
Guests hard at work during the workshop: 
(Front to back) Publisher of watch website, 

Deployant, Peter Chong; NUS Horology blog 
writer, Justin Tay; managing editor of 

Calibre, Ong Cheow Eng; web writer of 
Men’s Health, Mcken Wong. 

 
Susannah Jaffar, Fashion Editor of Expat 
Living, examines the parts of the Claude 

Bernard watch she has just dis-assembled. 

 
Publisher of watch website, Deployant, Peter 
Chong, carefully pieces together the minute 

parts of the Claude Bernard watch. 

 
The hands of a watch are said to be the most 

fragile part of the dial. Fashion blogger, 
Joyce Ng, delicately pieces back the hands 

onto the dial. 
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Fashion writer of Nylon, Adam Kerr, wears 

latex finger cots to examine a tiny part of the 
Claude Bernard watch that he just dis-

assembled.  

 
Fashion editor of Nylon, Vanessa Tai, uses a 
sharp tweezer to handle the fragile hands of 

the watch dial. 

 
Subsequently, the guests were given a hands-on session in molecular chocolate-making by 
2AM:dessert bar chef-owner, Janice Wong. Molecular chocolate-making is a subset 
technique in the concept of molecular gastronomy, which seeks to avoid the pitfalls of 
commercial processing to preserve the purity of cocoa. Like a Claude Bernard watch, Janice 
showed the guests how a molecular chocolate dessert is individually hand-made with great 
care to detail. 
 

  
Janice Wong demonstrates the delicate art of molecular chocolate-making to preserve the purity 

of cocoa in the hand-made chocolate desserts at 2AM:dessertbar. 

 
Fashion blogger, Vera Mao, mixing the butter 

and cocoa together. 

 
2AM:dessertbar sous chef helps fashion 

blogger, Joyce Ng, with the chocolate-making 
process. 
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Fashion editor of Material World, Vanessa Tai, 

mixes the egg whites and cocoa together. 

 
Fashion blogger, Evonne Ng, adds in the eggs 

into the cocoa mixture. 

 
Web writer of Men’s Health, McKen Wong, 
mixes the egg whites and cocoa together. 

 
Managing Editor of Calibre, Ong Cheow Eng, 

tentatively stirs his cocoa concoction. 

 
 
In summary, it was a rare behind-the-scenes insight into the delicate process that goes 
behind hand-assembled watch-making and hand-made chocolate dessert-making. The 
nuances of the artisanal human touch are what makes Claude Bernard and 2AM:dessertbar 
truly personable to their customers. 
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PRICING AND AVAILABILITY 
 
Claude Bernard watches are currently available at TANGS Orchard, TANGS VivoCity, 
Robinsons The Heeren, Metro The Centrepoint, OG Orchard Point and authorised watch 
retailers. 
 
For further information on Claude Bernard watches and authorised retailers, please call 
Crystal Time (S) Pte Ltd at +65 6747 8888, visit the website at www.crystaltime.com.sg, 
Claude Bernard Singapore Facebook page at www.facebook.com/ClaudeBernardSingapore 
or Claude Bernard Singapore Instagram at www.instagram.com/claudebernardsg. 
 
 
 
ABOUT CLAUDE BERNARD 
 
Claude Bernard, the innovative watch manufacturer in the Jura Mountains of Switzerland, 
produces exquisite Swiss Made classic timepieces with an eminent watchmaking heritage of 
over 40 years. With the rising trend towards bespoke fashion with its emphasis on hand-
made products, discerning consumers are now looking much more closely at the quality of 
craftsmanship over a mere brand name – and Claude Bernard is no exception, offering 
timepieces individually hand-assembled with genuine Swiss Made precision movements. 
Sophistication does not need to come with a hefty price tag – Claude Bernard is a highly 
accessible watch that is designed for the customer with an eye for refinement. In an era 
where fast food, fast technology and fast fashion reign supreme, the Claude Bernard Swiss 
Made watch is the panacea for the soul, embodying the art of gracious living for those who 
literally take time-out to appreciate the finer things in life – quality, reliability and an 
undisputed elegance that only a hand-assembled Swiss Made timepiece can offer. 
 
 
 
MEDIA CONTACT 
 
Magdalene Tan      Pamela Tan 
Marketing Communications Manager   Brand Manager 
Crystal Time (S) Pte Ltd     Crystal Time (S) Pte Ltd 
Tel: +65 6747 8888 Fax: +65 6746 7878   Tel: +65 6747 8888 Fax: +65 6746 7878 
Email: magdalenetan@crystaltime.com.sg   Email: pamelatan@crystaltime.com.sg  
 
Vanessa Wong      Kevin Lim 
Marketing Communications Executive   Brand Executive 
Crystal Time (S) Pte Ltd     Crystal Time (S) Pte Ltd 
Tel: +65 6747 8888 Fax: +65 6746 7878   Tel: +65 6747 8888 Fax: +65 6746 7878 
Email: vanessawong@crystaltime.com.sg     Email: kevinlim@crystaltime.com.sg  
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