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EVENT RELEASE 

 
 

CLAUDE BERNARD ARTISAN PROGRAMME 
 

LEATHER-CRAFTING – KINDRED ART TO WATCH-MAKING 

 
SINGAPORE, JUNE 2016 – Claude Bernard, the traditional Swiss watch-maker established 

in 1973 at Les Genevez, Switzerland, with a vision to offer affordable Swiss made watches 

employing high quality Swiss watchmaking practices, has partnered with local leather 

artisan, Xie Hui (Stone), founder and owner of Stone For Gold leather-craft atelier, to offer 

customers, highly customised leather watch straps for their Claude Bernard watches. 

 
Xie Hui (Stone), owner of Stone For Gold 

leather-craft atelier 

 
Stone For Gold specializes in custom-
making leather watch straps for watch 

connoisseurs 
 

The watchmakers of Claude Bernard believe in according their watch straps with the same 

level of scrutiny and attention to detail as the fine movements and cases of the watches they 

hand-assemble. This partnership with Stone For Gold, under the “Claude Bernard Artisans” 

programme to support local artisans and the traditional hand-craft sector in Singapore, 

underscores Claude Bernard’s mission to provide watch connoisseurs with extraordinary 

quality in the make of their watches, not just in the movements, cases and lugs of their 

watches, but extended to the quality of the strap and deployant.  

The popularity of changeable watch straps is a fairly recent phenomenon in the watch 

business, due to the emerging demand for greater customization in watches amongst 

connoisseurs.  Watch straps are a superb way to give a watch a variety of fresh, edgier and 

stylish looks. More than ever, the watch strap is an important part of a watch, which used to 
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be considered as secondary. It is the one component of a watch that people can easily 

change and that gives the impression of having a new watch. A watch strap with a unique, 

special texture or colour can make a big difference to the overall look of the watch.  

 
Claude Bernard’s classic Swiss watch with 
a unique custom-made NATO leather strap  

Whilst the dial designs of Swiss watches have 
become more classic and elegant, watch 
strap designs have become more 
experimental.  Previously, watch consumers 
tended to experiment with different types of 
watch dials to go with their personalities and 
attires, but now, they are wearing the same 
watch dial but jazzing up its look with custom-
made straps. Inter-changing different types of 
watch straps allow watch connoisseurs to get 
more “style permutations” out of their 
watches.   
 
The simplicity and elegance of Claude 
Bernard’s classic Swiss watch (white dial with 
slim Roman numerals with three hands) 
allows for the most experimentation in watch 
strap designs. 

 

Stone For Gold offers over 100 leather 
types for watch connoiseurs to choose from, 
including exotic leather made from 
crocodile, snake, ostrich and lizard skins, in 
addition to traditional calfskin. Customers 
can choose a variety of leather strap types, 
such as padded leather straps or flat leather 
straps, classic stitched leather straps and 
even NATO leather straps.  
 

 
 

On 8 June 2016, Claude Bernard and Stone For Gold conducted a hands-on workshop 

for 13 members of the media to experience the cutting, stitching and attachment of 

customized leather straps to Claude Bernard watches at Stone’s leather atelier 

situated at the heart of the Jalan Besar heritage district. 

Stone For Gold also conducts leather strap workshops on an “on-demand” basis for 

members of the public with a minimum of 6 participants needed to be registered for 

commencement of a workshop. 
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“Claude Bernard Artisans” Programme 

Claude Bernard’s takes pride in its ability to offer affordably-priced Swiss made watches that 

are individually hand-assembled by skilled watch-makers in Les Genevez, Switzerland, and 

which stand out for their long lasting quality. Each Claude Bernard watch is made to be 

meaningful and artful to a growing group of consumers who value craft and quality and are 

savvy in purchasing long-lasting quality timepieces that are hand-crafted. 

Consequently, Claude Bernard partners and supports local artisans in its markets who reach 

out and appeal to this same group of consumers who truly value the passion of hand 

craftsmanship, under the “Claude Bernard Artisans” programme, which has partnered 

renowned local chocolatier, Janice Wong, Le Cordon Bleu-trained chef owner of 

2AM:dessertbar, and Michelle Yu, one of Singapore’s few letterpress designers and owner 

of boutique letterpress studio, The Gentlemen’s Press.  

The third artisan under the programme is Xie 
Hui (Stone), the young 20-something artisan 
owner and main leather-crafter of local leather 
atelier, Stone For Gold.  
 
Established in 2008 due to the success of 
Stone’s online e-store in hand-crafted leather 
key pouches and phone covers, Stone For Gold 
is situated at the heart of the Jalan Besar 
heritage district, the epicentre of traditional craft-
making in Singapore known for its street 
bazaars of hand-made silk, cotton and leather 
goods, sawmills and rubber godowns in the late 
19th century.  
 
In 2011, Stone shifted his focus on hand-crafted 
leather watch straps, as changeable watch 
straps became one of his biggest businesses for 
his ability to custom-make different types of 
watch straps in over 100 leather colours, 
stitchings, linings and tannings, including exotic 
skins from snake, ostrich and crocodile. 
 

 
Stone at his leather-craft atelier in the 

heart of Jalan Besar 
 

Leather-crafting – kindred art of watch-making 

Like the tradition of Swiss watch-making, leather-craft is a precise art by skilled craftsmen 

who have honed their techniques over years. Due to the demands of the hand-craft 

technique, only parts and materials of premium quality can be used – nothing more than 

genuine leather stored in a temperature-controlled environment for Stone, and for Claude 

Bernard, nothing more than the finest movements and metals in the Swiss watch industry.  

Since young, Stone liked wearing accessories, particularly those crafts that he hand-made 

himself. On his choice of craft: “I chose to work with the leather medium in business as it is a 

really versatile medium. As a craftsman, I have worked with many different materials for 
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accessories like steel, gemstones and nylon. But leather has been the most challenging, yet 

most fulfilling for me as an artisan.” 

Observing the kindred hand-crafted techniques between Claude Bernard’s style of watch-

making and leather-craft, Stone says: “Like Swiss watch-making, precision in making a 

watch leather strap is very important. You have to get the cuts, stitching and gluing right on 

the first and only time. There is no compromise on any possibility of re-stitching or re-cutting 

due to the small size of a watch leather strap as the flaws will be too glaring and obvious. It 

is also an art that engages more than just visually – the sense of touch and fragrant smell of 

genuine leather all contributes to the experience.” 

 
Tools of the leather-craft trade 

“Also, like a Claude Bernard watch which is 
individually hand-assembled, the level of 
customisation in hand-making a watch 
leather strap is very high. Animal hides are 
not of uniform thickness and there are 
always slight variations throughout the 
strap. This makes a lot of demands on the 
cutting and stitching process which 
necessitates specially designed tools 
specific only to the trade, just like in the 
case of an exact art like Swiss watch-
making. With leather-crafting, we need 
swivel knives, bevellers, edge slickers, 
rivets, mallets and hole cutters. The 
materials also need to be specific. You 
definitely cannot use the same kind of 
stitching machines, threads and tools that 
you use in apparel tailoring.” 

 
Stone For Gold custom-makes leather 
straps built for customers’ watches, 
according to their specifications and design 
wants, in their choice of material, padding 
and colour of lining, and even measurement 
of their wrist, made to fit a pin or deployant 
buckle of their choice. Customers can also 
choose the colour and type of stitching to 
suit their individual preferences, and even 
have their name embossed on the lining of 
their watch strap. 

 

 
Stone For Gold custom-makes leather straps 

according to customers’ specifications  
 

Through this partnership with Stone For Gold, Claude Bernard hopes to highlight the 

enduring quality and deliberate and precise art of traditional hand-made techniques, which it 

employs in each and every Claude Bernard watch, from the casings to the lugs and to its 

leather strap. The Claude Bernard Artisans programme aims to encourage consumers to 
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appreciate the artisanal care that goes into the traditional hand-crafted techniques employed 

in its style of watch-making and therefore, take greater pride and thoughtfulness in the 

watches, apparel and accessories that they wear. 

 
 
PRICING AND AVAILABILITY 
 
Claude Bernard watches in Singapore are currently available at TANGS at Tang Plaza, 
TANGS VivoCity, Robinsons The Heeren, Metro The Centrepoint, OG Orchard Point and 
authorised watch retailers. 
 
Customers can also purchase Claude Bernard watches online at authorised online retailer, 
www.timepieceatelier.com.  
 
For further information on Claude Bernard watches and authorised retailers, please call 
Crystal Time (S) Pte Ltd at +65 6747 8888, visit the website at www.crystaltime.com.sg. 
 
Claude Bernard Singapore Facebook: www.facebook.com/ClaudeBernardSingapore 
Claude Bernard Singapore Instagram: www.instagram.com/claudebernardsg 
 
 
ABOUT CLAUDE BERNARD 
 
Claude Bernard, the innovative watch manufacturer in the Jura Mountains of Switzerland, 

produces exquisite Swiss Made classic timepieces with an eminent watchmaking heritage of 

over 40 years. With the rising trend towards bespoke fashion, discerning consumers are now 

looking much more closely at quality of craftsmanship over brandname at face value – and 

Claude Bernard offers that exacting bespoke quality in its timepieces, each individually 

hand-assembled with genuine Swiss Made precision movements by qualified Swiss watch-

makers in its independent facility in Les Genevez, Switzerland. Claude Bernard therefore 

proves that sophistication need not come with a hefty price tag – its watches are accessible 

to every customer with an eye for refinement and who truly appreciate the quality, reliability 

and undisputed elegance that only hand-assembled Swiss Made timepieces can offer. 

 

MEDIA CONTACT 

 

Magdalene Tan        Pamela Tan 
Marketing Communications Manager      Brand Manager 
Crystal Time (S) Pte Ltd       Crystal Time (S) Pte Ltd 
Tel: +65 6747 8888 Fax: +65 6746 7878     Tel: +65 6747 8888       Fax: +65 6746 7878 
Email: magdalenetan@crystaltime.com.sg      Email: pamelatan@crystaltime.com.sg 
 
Vanessa Wong        Kevin Lim 
Marketing Communications Executive     Brand Executive 
Crystal Time (S) Pte Ltd       Crystal Time (S) Pte Ltd 
Tel: +65 6747 8888 Fax: +65 6746 7878       Tel: +65 6747 8888 Fax: +65 6746 7878 
Email: vanessawong@crystaltime.com.sg        Email: kevinlim@crystaltime.com.sg 
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